News-Release

ICE-BLITZ – what could this be? 

The ICE-BLITZ, a revolutionary new ski-plate is, according to the European Patent Office in Munich, Germany, „a new, ingenious and commercially viable“ invention. The ICE-BLITZ ski plate is about to revolutionise the sport of skiing the way we know it today. The new ski-plate starts where current ski equipment find their limits. The ICE-BLITZ is so revolutionary that the international jury of the ISPO (International Sports Fair) to be held in Munich 2–5 February 2002, listed it as a finalist in a competition for new product inventions.

Thanks to a new system of distributing pressure on the skis, new horizons open up. Even a „carver“ ski fitted with an ICE-BLITZ plate has greater stability and improved turning features. Even at high speeds the rear and front of the ski become more stable ensuring better control and therefore improved stability and safety for the skier. The dynamics of changing direction during downhill skiing is known to have an immediate and direct effect on the skis and as a result this builds confidence in the ski’s performance whether a weekend skier, an experienced skier or a competition. 

The secret of turning with ICE-BLITZ

Already in the straight downhill run but most noticeably at the beginning of a turn, the ICE-BLITZ plate distributes the weight of the skier through the new system to deliver optimal pressure to the ski. The weight of the skier combined with the centrifugal forces generated by turning, come earlier into play than current ski technology. The result is that the ICE-BLITZ plate skier chooses. What to date ensures the optimal turning curvature of the ski irrespective of the severity of the turn the has not been possible is the fine control of section of the ski directly beneath the bindings. Using the ICE-BLITZ plate, the skier can now indulge in any type of turn with security and confidence because the optimal curving of the ski is made possible balancing forces through the length of the ski and the mechanism of the ICE-BLITZ plate.

The ICE-BLITZ plate has only been made possible through modern high-tech-materials, like carbon-fibres and special aluminium-alloys.

Development up to now:

The bending variability of a ski dictates how well a skier can take narrow turns and wide turns. This contributes substantially to the enjoyment of downhill skiing and make a perfect control of the ski possible.

A „Carver“ ski is usually shorter and is designed for slalom-skiing. Its strength is narrow turning. At higher speeds it becomes somewhat restless and control is reduced. A longer Racing-Carver is being used for grand slalom needed for the greater speeds and wider turns involved. The Racing-Carver is sturdier and hence, even at high speeds, vibrates little. However, due to its rigidity it is unsuitable for narrow turns which require the ski to bender more easily.

The future with ICE-BLITZ:

Herein lies the contradiction which an ideal ski needs to resolve and ICE-BLITZ solves the dilemma! For the first time it is possible to combine the positive properties of both types of skies. Now a longer ski with its desirable characteristic of stability at high speeds would, equipped with the ICE-BLITZ plate, also be suitable for narrow turns formerly the exclusive domain of the shorter ski. The ICE-BLITZ plate is longer than most known ski-plates however the result of increased pressure on the front and rear of the ski means better control is possible and the skier will experience fewer vibrations. Thanks to the special mechanism in the ICE-BLITZ plate turns can be taken narrower than previously experienced due to the improved bending variability of the ski. The seamless transition from long to narrow turns means the skier can experience greater speed and acceleration. Important to remember is the curving-line of the ski is constantly being actively supported! In other words, with the same skis long turns as well as narrow turns can be accomplished at greater speeds than has been the case. Better ski-control and less vibrations make the ski faster and at the same time more controllable. This of course increases the safety and quality of skiing!

The ICE-BLITZ plate can be fitted in a number of different ways: 

· Fitted directly onto the ski. 

· Fitted directly into the ski-binding. 

· A special high-tech plate with carbon-fibres etc. for competitive skiing. 

· A variety of plates for the carver with or without carbon-fibres.

To sum up: 

The ICE-BLITZ plate makes powerful action-conscious skiing possible! The ICE-BLITZ plate is the perfect ski-plate for all types of skiers!
A new piece of high-tech for skiing – more fun, more speed, more safety. A new piece of high-tech for skiing – extending the boundaries of the possible

At the ISPO two working models of the ICE-BLITZ plate will be used to demonstrate the operation of the ski-plate.
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